[Sjögren's syndrome in the elderly].
Sjögren's syndrome is an immune exocrinopathy. This paper will deal with the primary Sjogren's syndrome non associated with another rheumatologic disease (polyarthritis or systemic lupus erythematosus). Its prevalence is claimed to increase with age. The main clinical manifestation is salivary and/or ocular dryness due to a lymphocytic infiltration of the salivary or lacrimal glands or both. However, sicca symptoms are very frequent in the elderly, most often iatrogenic. The problem, particularly in this population, is the diagnosis of Sjögren's syndrome. There are yet no consensual criteria, the most used in the literature are the European criteria, published in 1993 and revised in 1996. Some tests, such as the Schirmer's test and non stimulated salivary flow, are not specific over 60 years. The results of other tests are discussed as the focus score on the lip salivary glands biopsy. The diagnosis of Sjögren's syndrome should be envisaged in the elderly, when systemic manifestations are associated with sicca symptoms.